
By Ronni Hannaman

It’s always a pleasure to recognize

those businesses and people that

make our city a great place to live,

work, and play. The Chamber insti-

tuted the Community Spirit Awards

in 2011 for the expressed purpose of

recognizing those who have gone

above and beyond to make Carson

City a better place for us all. The

award recipients are truly the best of

the best!

For the fiscal year ending

June 30, 2012, the Chamber proudly

recognizes the following ...

Economic 
Development Award:

The Downtown Business
Association is made up of 55 busi-
nesses that have one expressed pur-
pose in mind: Showcase the down-
town to remind citizens there is a
viable downtown where there’s a lot
happening. The monthly wine walk,
held the first Saturday of each
month, bring visitors from outside
the area to enjoy our retail offerings,
restaurants and more.  The event
continues to attract over 200 wine
walkers and gives a needed boost to
the bottom line of participants.  The
board of the DBA consistently
searches for new venues to showcase
the downtown such as the recently
held Second Annual Legends of the
West event. 

C-A-L Ranch chose
Carson City, in spite of
the downturn in the
economy, to bring their
new store to this part of
Nevada.  They could
have chosen anywhere,
but found our city and
surrounding communi-
ties to be “just right” for
the products they sell.
From baby chicks to
upscale western cloth-
ing, C-A-L Ranch has
provided a needed boost
in the sales tax revenue
so important to our city.

Making a visible difference
in our community:

Claudia Saavedra, Department
of Alternative Sentencing, cheerfully
has assisted the Chamber in the on-
going efforts to keep our community
graffiti, weed and trash free. All we
need to do is pick up the phone, reg-
ister our need and like magic, the
task has been completed by one of
those assigned to Claudia to work on
community projects instead of serv-
ing time in prison.

Shelly Aldean has worked tire-
lessly on behalf of our community in
many ways.  We honor her this time
for her continued and diligent efforts

to provide a warm welcome to
those entering our consolidat-
ed municipality whether a daily
commuter or first-time visitor. Her
oversight of the welcome sign in
three locations has made a real dif-
ference.

GROW (Gardeners Reclaiming
Our Waysides) has spent many
years working with committed gar-
deners and community leaders to
assure that our freeway would
become a work of art in a community
devoid of public art.  We applaud
their efforts of this grassroots organi-
zation to obtain $2 million in grants
to fund this amazing project. Mary
Fischer spearheaded the project.

Best Annual Event:

Legends of the West is in its sec-
ond successful year of bringing peo-
ple and business to the downtown.
Sponsored by the Downtown
Business Association, the event is
held in conjunction with the Carson
City Sheriff’s Office. 

Best New Event of 2012:

Fandango Gourmet Food
Truck Festival was held on June
30th attracting thousands to this
first-time unique event. Critics pro-
claim this first time event to be taste-
fully successful and are clambering
for more, more, more!  Who would
have thought?  This festival was the
brainchild of Casino Fandango
President and General Manager
Court Cardinal.

Putting our Best 
Foot Forward:

Greenhouse Garden Center
deserves many kudos and thanks for
their effort in making the Chamber’s
first Home & Garden Show a resound-
ing success.  Within a few hours, the
inside of the Carson Mall was trans-
ferred into a themed garden that was
the hit of the show and established
our show and our community as able
to compete with the really big shows
in Reno.

Volunteers 
of the Year:

Chamber
Ambassadors are
essential volunteers
assisting our small
staff when we need
them to be an integral
part of any Chamber
event.  Cheerfully
they attend most of
our events and make
the difference in the
success of the event.
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Casino Fandango President and General
Manager Court Cardinal (left) talks with a few of
the more than 2,000 who enjoyed the Fandango
Gourmet Food Truck Festival on June 30.

Supervisor Shelly Aldean is surrounded by those who helped her real-
ize her dream of building gateway signage suitable for a capital city. 

Strolling down Carson Street was a fun event 
during the Second Annual Legends of the
West car and motorcycle show held on June 30.

Carson City Chamber 2012
Community Spirit Awards

Claudia Saavedra helps keep our city tidy.
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For a low, yearly  
membership, you can 
save thousands on your 
dental services.

Call today for details
775.883.7244

403 Nye Lane, Carson City, NV

Find us on:

A state-of-the-art offi ce
where we take exceptional

care of your smile.

No Dental Insurance,

No Problem.

advanceddentistrybydesign.com

THIS SUMMER IS ALL ABOUT CRIME PREVENTION

REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY IN 
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

NON-EMERGENCY  887-2012
EMERGENCY 911

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT IN MILLS PARK
AUGUST 7 • 5 TO 8 P.M.

Your Community Law Enforcement Agency

A Sheriff’s Office Engagement in the Community Sheriff Ken Furlong  283-7800

Carson City Sheriff’s Office  •  911 E. Musser St  •  Carson City, NV 89701

Emergency 911

Administrative Offi ces 775 887-2500

Non-emergency Dispatch 775 887-2012

Partnership Carson City 775 841-4730

Meth Hotline 775 887-2020, Ext. METH

Gang Hotline 775 887-2020, Ext. 4-GANG

Traffic Hotline 775 887-2020, Ext. 4-5000

Santa Hotline 775 887-2020, Ext. 4-5005
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By Ronni Hannaman

There are those in the business world who instinc-
tively know what it takes to operate a successful
business, and then there are those who would like

to own and operate or expand their business but don’t
have a clue as to how to get started.

Carson City potential entrepreneurs, take heed.
There’s an association of business professionals in our
city that can make starting your own business a snap,
and the best part is the first consultation is free!  Yes,
nice word, free as in extremely affordable.  You’ll know
immediately whether your business idea is a good one,
could be a future success or whether you should keep
your day job.

Even struggling busi-
nesses can get a “tune-up”
and businesses wanting to
expand can benefit from
the direction given by
using the services of the
privately formed Business
Achievement Center that
operates out of the beauti-
ful Pinnacle Executive
Suites in north Carson City. 

The Center was the
brainchild of Tracey
Padilla, owner of American
Corporate Enterprises, who
began talking with like-
minded individuals who
could mentor new busi-
nesses while advancing
their own businesses.  The
idea took hold and 13 small
business owners launched
a unique concept: Help
other small business entrepreneurs to achieve success.

As Padilla states, “Carson City’s Business
Achievement Center is a diverse coalition of businesses
that work collaboratively to offer an array of resources,
services and expertise locally, regionally and nationally
to assist start-up, established and expanding business-
es.”  The group offers all ranges of services from how to
incorporate a business to writing
press releases.

The group just passed their first
anniversary on May 6 and so far, so
good.  According to Betsy Kozier,
one of the founding members, they
are not duplicating the services
offered by the Carson City Library’s
Business Innovation Resource
Center.  “The BRIC offers great
research capabilities; we offer the
needed services and advice to get
started and often refer businesses to
the BRIC for city licensing informa-
tion and they send us potential business clients.”

The group operates like a “family” according to

Padilla and Kozier.  They meet often to discuss how best
to serve their customers and to determine new strate-
gies and events that will be help in growing the busi-
nesses of their clients.  They want to help others avoid
some of the pitfalls they faced, and they keep abreast of
the changing times such as in the world of social media,
Padilla’s forte.

How successful has the Center
been thus far?  Padilla credits Kozier,
a conflict management facilitator,
for bringing the cohesive group
together and affirms, “We are still in
the process of developing and grow-
ing.”

For those seeking one-stop shop-
ping on how to begin a business is
as near as calling 775-884-6116.
Strategic partners are welcome and
can go to the website busines-
sachievement.com to learn more.
Just about all the start-up services
needed are provided by these

experts who’ve “been there, done that.” ■

Business Achievement Center takes business to the next level

Carson City entrepreneurs and co-founders of the Business Achievement Center Tracey Padilla
(left) and Betsy Kozier pose by the fountain in the courtyard of the Pinnacle Executive Suites.

We are still in
the process of
developing
and growing.”

“

Who is the Business
Achievement
Center? 
(Carson City Chamber members in bold)
Pinnacle Executive Suites offering
low cost business space for small busi-
nesses 
American Corporate Enterprises,
Padilla’s incorporating services
Houghton Jones, APC legal services 
Elite Bookkeeping and Tax Services
accounting services from payroll to
Quickbooks training and tax services
Jewels Benefit insurance services
Country Financial investment and
insurance assistance; 
Get It Write, Inc. freelance writing
Site Noticed, Inc 
Bournes Productions 
Interaction Alliance 
Monarch Direct LLC 
Credo Computer & Repair Services
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 The Retirement & Income Planning Firm

Dick Drake
LPL Financial Advisor

1830 E. College Parkway, Suite 220
Carson City, NV 89706
dick.drake@lpl.com

(775) 841-4277
(866) 941-4277

Fax: (775) 841-4299

Securities offered through LPL FINANCIAL
Member FINRA/SIPC 900 E. Long Street • Carson City, NV 89706 • 775-887-2190

1538 Highway 395 N. • Minden, NV 89423 • 775-782-9038 

Employers who keep their workplaces
smoke free and help employees to quit

enjoy benefits.

Worksite cessation programs are 
effective in reducing smoking among 

employees.

Carson City Health & Human Services’ 
Tobacco Education and Prevention 

Program offers FREE 8 week  
Quit Classes to help your employees 

give up tobacco for good. 

For More Information Call:

775.882.2190 

FitzHenry’s Funeral Home

1380 Highway 395

Gardnerville, NV 89410

775-782-1999

Jim Smolenski
General Manager

Past Chamber Chairman

Generations of caring from a name 
you can trust...

FitzHenry’s Funeral Home and Crematory

3945 Fairview Dr.

Carson City, NV 89701

775-882-2644

FitzHenry’s
Funeral Home and Crematory

1664 US Hwy 395 1664 US Hwy 395 • Suite 102 Suite 102
Minden NV 89423Minden NV 89423

775.782.7874775.782.7874

www.carsonvalleyaccounting.comwww.carsonvalleyaccounting.com

Drew Aguilar, CPADrew Aguilar, CPA
Linda R. Rush, CPALinda R. Rush, CPA

Do all your bookeeping on Do all your bookeeping on 
our website - call us.our website - call us.

Great Books - Bargain Prices!
OPEN Mon, Fri, Sat 10-5

Tues - Thurs 10-7
900 N. Roop St. Carson City

www.friendscclibrary.org
775.882.5458

Friends of  the 
Carson City Library

BOOK STORE

Inside the 
Front Door of  the 

Carson City Library

remember

CARSON
JEWELRY
& LOAN

... to join us on the Wine Walk 
the 1st Saturday of every month! 

Purchase your glasses for $10 at Nugget,
Cactus Jacks, Carson Jewelry & Loan,

Horseshoe Club, or Bella Fiore.

Turn in your map at the Carson Nugget 
at 5 pm for prizes.
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Voted #1 Voted #1 
Gift Shop!

Voted #2 Voted #2 
Antiques & Antiques & 
CollectiblesCollectibles

Hours
Tues. thru Fri. 10 am - 5:30 pm

Sat. 10 am - 4:30 pm 
Sun. & Mon. - Closed

904 N. Curry St.904 N. Curry St.
 883-6233

(One block north of 
Washington Street)

Travel with us to amazing places
By Ronni Hannaman

We’ve greatly expanded our travel offerings for
2013 and there’s sure to be a destination offered that
has been on your travel “bucket list.” 

Just announced on our 2013 travel schedule will
be unforgettable journeys to Ireland the end of April
when this green country will be at its very greenest;
Tuscany and Provence on May 1; Australia/New
Zealand in early August and the magnificent cities of
Eastern Europe in early October.

The trip planned to Provence and Tuscany will be
a delight for those who love art and all things beauti-
ful.  Provence is a journey to feed the soul and the
home of some of our most famous painters –
Cezanne lived in Aix-en-Provence and Vincent Van
Gogh spent much of his productive years painting in
Arles.  We’ll stay in beautiful Monaco before heading
on to Florence to see the famous statue of David.   If
you have never seen Southern France, we promise
you will come back having fallen in loved with the
region.

On the Eastern Europe tour, we’ll visit Berlin,
Prague, Budapest, Warsaw, Vienna and more.  So
much history and beauty are found here.

You’ll be able to climb up to kiss the Blarney
Stone in Ireland and drink Guinness in the pubs as
you journey to the cities memorialized in so many
songs.

Snorkel in the Great Barrier Reef, enjoy the
Sydney Opera House and the beauty of New Zealand
on another of Collette Vacations great tours.

All tours mentioned above come with early book-
ing discounts and information can be found on the
Chamber’s website: www.carsoncitychamber.com
under the Travel Club heading on the home page.

We’ve planned a travel club meeting at Red’s Old
395 on August 28th at 5:30 p.m. to go over our itiner-
aries for the coming year.   We’ll discuss our afford-
able tours to China and Hong Kong/Thailand as
well.

Don’t miss out on some great adventures with
your friends and neighbors from our area.  Call us
today at 882-1565 to join our free Chamber Travel
Club. ■
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By Ronni Hannaman

A good read is the mainstay of a vacation. Good books can
take us away from our everyday surroundings and transport us to
another world. With the high price of books these days, it’s great
to know that a good read can be affordable when you browse
and buy from Browser’s Corner just inside the Carson City
Library. Here paperbacks are just $1 and hardcover books start
at $2.  Check out Browser’s Corner and find a great get-a-way
book!

Travel with us! There’s still space available for our most
interesting tour to Cuba departing November 1. We’d love to
have you join us as we go back to the 50’s and learn more about
this culture. Call us or go online for more information.

Those who love animals will love these two fundraisers that
are to benefit those less fortunate animals who find themselves
in shelters. Come support CASI (Carson Animal Shelter Initiative)
at their fundraiser: Bark, Whine & Dine at Fuji Park, August 4.
Tickets are $25 each and available by calling 671-2413. Funds
go to build a much needed animal shelter.

The other event not to miss is Carson Tahoe SPCA’s Spay-
ghetti & No Balls event at the Governor’s Mansion on August
24. Sponsored by Adele’s at only $10 per person. For more
information call 885-7766. I’ll see you at both events.

Jazz, Jazz and more Jazz! All right here in Carson City begin-
ning August 3 with a grand Garden Party at the Governor’s
Mansion beginning at 5:30 p.m. Enjoy the incomparable Jakki
Ford, wine and finger foods and more. Tickets $35 pp can be
purchased at Home Treasures and the Purple Avocado. Don’t
miss out!

During the summer heat, there’s nothing better than a great
ice cream cone or sundae and the best of the best ice cream
treats are prepared by Red Hut Soda Fountain. Assemblyman
Pete Livermore swears by the humongous banana split that could
feed a family of four! Take the whole family for this special treat!

Wonder what is going in where the old Jeep used car dealer-
ship used to be?  AutoZone is building a brand new building and
has cleaned up this lot. South Carson continues to feature busi-
nesses that complement the auto dealers. In spite of the econo-
my, Carson City continues to flourish and grow.

We all need to be on our very best behavior this weekend for
the big women’s motorcycle rally and conference that will be
rolling into our City this Thursday-Sunday. 500 American
Motorcycle Association women riders enjoy a police escort as
they parade from the Gold Dust West to the state capitol for their
opening ceremonies. Expect to see lots of leather and cool bikes
as riders from all over enjoy our City.

If you love quiche, then you simply must try the personal
quiche prepared by one of our newest bakeries, LA Bakery at

220 W. John Street. The quiche will melt in your mouth. Roberta
Rosario, former owner of City Bakery, is one of the bakers there. 

There’s an active group who want to make the Nevada State
Prison a museum and they have been meeting monthly to gather
facts, learn how to file the right tax papers and think of fund-rais-
ing ideas to create yet another reason for visitors to come to
Carson City. Myron Carpenter and Lee Radtke are the force
behind this cause. If you want to volunteer your expertise and
time, contact Myron at myronandtish@charter.net.

“Impeccable hospitality.”  “Our favorite Hampton Inn.”  “Very,
very impressed.”  Those are the but a few of the favorable guest
reviews that earned Carson City’s Hampton Inn & Suites the
2012 TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence awarded to only 10
percent of the properties listed on their website. Way to go!

Carson Coffee owner Curt Spradley turned 80 years young
last weekend. Stop by and wish him a happy birthday as you
order your special coffee treat. ■
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